Cytogenetic study of five cases of lung adenosquamous carcinomas.
The cytogenetic study of five cases of untreated adenosquamous carcinoma of the lung allows us to propose a number of characteristic anomalies. All tumor cells were hyperdiploid, with a mean chromosome number ranging from 59 to 83, and had many clonal chromosome rearrangements. The chromosomes the most frequently affected by these rearrangements were, by decreasing order, 1, 3, and 15; 7 and 8; and 17. No recurrent breakpoints were observed in euchromatic regions, most breaks (45/66) involving juxtacentromeric heterochromatin or immediately adjacent regions. Although chromosome 3 was frequently rearranged, no recurrent deletions of its short arm were observed.